






άLǘΩǎ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ 
dirt races where you have five horsesς
and only one of them is a standoutτ
ƎǊŀŘŜ м ǊŀŎŜǎΦ !ƴŘΣ ǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 
ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ƛƴ 
dirt racing . . . There are an awful lot of 
ŘƛǊǘ ǊŀŎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŦƛŜƭŘǎέ

Dr. David Richardson, Chairman of the American Graded Stakes Committee



έ¢ƻŘŀȅ LΩƳ ƧƻƎƎƛƴƎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ ŀǎ 
ƻǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŀƭƭƻǇƛƴƎΦ LΩǾŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻǳǘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƻŦŦ ǘǊŀŎƪǎΣ 

they get you eventually. You get foot 
problems and lots of other stuff. You get 
bowed tendons if they slip, or sometimes 

they get to the bottom of the track and you 
ƎŜǘ ŎƻƴŘȅƭŀǊ ŦǊŀŎǘǳǊŜǎΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ L ǿƻǊƪŜŘ 

him on Thursday, trying to beat this.

Bobby Frankel,
Hall of Fame Trainer



Is this movement 
pro-turf 

or anti-dirt?



²ƘŀǘΩǎ ²ǊƻƴƎ ²ƛǘƘ 5ƛǊǘ

1. Just about every dirt track in America has had a rash of breakdowns from 
time to time.

2. Dirt tracks are like fields laced with landmines.
3. The speedthat thrills is the speed that kills.
4. Its deficiencies are all well known.
5. Dirt racing can't function without a shed load of drugs and a lot of fatalities. 
Ϧ¢ǿƻ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ Ǉǳǘέ

6. Not all the racetracks subscribe to the Jockey Club Injury Database, 
therefore it does not tell the whole story as many of the tracks with a high 
fatality rate are not being reported.

7. When dirt tracks are fast there are more fractures.
8. When a track super makes them slow people complain about the kickback 

and the slow times.



More Science for Dirt Tracks
1.They have already 100 years - how much longer do they want?
2.This is an insult to the many hard working, conscientious, skillful track 

superintendents.I know most of them myself and they are a fantastic 
bunch of people who all worry about their tracks.

3.Sand, silt and clay has been well researched by smarter people than 
me. Track supers and scientists from outside racing.We all know what 
there is to know about sand, silt and clay.It is well researched there are 
no secrets.

4. "With rain the fines, silt and sand can change very quickly and that 
affects the clay as well.Compaction as well as dilution of the silt and 
sand are all factors in the overall composition of the soil"....Dennis 
Moore

5.Recently we've had some very bright people come up with some ideas 
but the fatality rate remains the same.



Moisture in Dirt Tracks

1.We've heard a lot recently about the need to 
study moisture content which is all well and 
good, but it still won't eliminate sloppy tracks 
when it rains.

2.The farmers in dry areas of the midwesthave 
moisture content and irrigation down to a fine 
art.



Testing Surfaces for the last 
40 years

New York Racing Association

MuesserRutledge

Soil and Plant Lab

In Place Density

Turf and Soil Diagnostics -
New York and Kansas

Waypoint

Joe King

Don Orlando

Dan Coon

Jerry Porcelli

Sam Ferro

Duane Otto

Laboratories: People:



TapetaTracks

Tapeta Tapeta10

Presque Isle Downs: 2007

Golden Gate Fields: 2007

Devonport, Tasmania: 2011

Al Quoz: 2008 

Fair Hill: 2006

Wolverhampton: 2014

Newcastle: 2016

Woodbine: 2016





All per 1000 
starts

Turf Dirt Synthetic

2014 1.75 2.02 1.20

2015 1.22 1.78 1.18

2016 1.09 1.70 1.10

2017 1.36 1.74 1.10

2018 1.20 1.86 1.23



Percentage of Injuries at Woodbine

Woodbine:
2016- 0.86
2017- 0.58
2018- 1.06
2019- 1.25

Source: Jockey Club Injury Database



Presque Isle Stats

Source: Jockey Club Injury Database



My Mentors

±ƛƴŎŜƴǘ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ
Geoffrey Davison

and some Brave Horses




